
U.S. Department of Commerce and Opportunity Zones 

The Department of Commerce’s mission to promote job creation and economic growth is directly 
aligned with the development needs of designated Opportunity Zones.  Many of the Department’s 
bureaus are already actively engaged in work that supports the Opportunity Zones program.   

Economic Development Administration (EDA): Supporting Opportunity Zones through Grants and 
Federal Integration  

EDA provides construction and non-construction grants that foster job creation and attract private 
investment to support development in economically distressed areas of the United States, including in 
Opportunity Zones. EDA has already taken a significant step to support the program by creating a new 
category of “special need” for designated Opportunity Zones in its funding notices. This designation 
means that certain areas that would otherwise fail to meet EDA’s economic distress criteria may now be 
eligible for EDA grants.  Additionally, EDA has been designated by the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) to serve as the lead integrator of the federal government’s economic development resources and 
can serve as a valuable tool to assist designated Opportunity Zones as they seek to leverage and 
strategically integrate resources from multiple federal agencies.  

EDA’s has six U.S. regional offices to learn more about ways the agency can strengthen communities in 
your state by clicking on this helpful link: https://www.eda.gov/contact/.   

Minority Business and Development Agency (MBDA): Developing Minority Businesses in Opportunity 
Zones  

MBDA will leverage its investment of $13.5 million in grants through its national network of more than 
40 Business Centers and strategic initiatives to educate more than 8.3 million minority business 
enterprises, customers, stakeholders and communities that they serve as an economic impact and 
multiplier of Opportunity Zones through: 

• Diversity and Inclusion: Promoting diversity and inclusion of Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) on 
contracting opportunities to ensure minority contractors benefit from the massive construction 
projects that will result from Opportunity Zones.  Net effects will yield positive economic impacts on 
minority communities and MBEs in these communities.  Additionally, MBDA will support contractors 
seeking to diversify and expand their supply chains with vetted and high-quality MBEs. 

• Opportunities: MBDA will support MBEs by facilitating access to alternative sources of capital and 
financing, job creation, joint ventures/teaming arrangements and mergers & acquisitions.  

• Training and Education: The MBDA network will also offer a training series on Opportunity Zones in 
strategic communities throughout the country.  

To learn more about these training series throughout the country, please contact the MBDA Business 
Center nearest by clicking on this helpful link: https://www.mbda.gov/businesscenters#4/34.05/-
111.95.    
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